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Comprehensive alternatives for
cadmium reduction in cocoa beans in
Latin America and the Caribbean

ECUADOR,COLOMBIA,COSTA RICA,ALEMANIA,BÉLGICA,ESTADOS
UNIDOS,ITALIA,PANAMÁ,PERÚ,REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA

Technological solution

The establishment of multidisciplinary technologies and

methodologies for the reduction of cadmium in cocoa beans are

mechanisms that help to promote cocoa activity, access and

maintenance to regulated markets (Cd) of cocoa from Latin

America, thus contributing to the sustainability of the cocoa

chain in the region.

Technological description

The Platform promotes strengthening the capacities of the

countries to position LAC as a producer of quality cocoa and a

low level of Cd, generating knowledge and alternatives for the

management of Cd, the establishment of laboratory

methodology for the measurement of Cd, strategies for the

value chain and knowledge exchange.

Impacts and results

An analytical baseline of the network's

laboratories was established to strengthen

analytical methodologies and an inventory of

bacteria to mitigate cadmium in

contaminated cocoa soils in Colombia.

Seven demonstration farms with soil

amendments have been implemented in

Colombia, Ecuador and Costa Rica.

There are three point layer of cadmium levels

for cocoa in Costa Rica. In Ecuador and

Colombia, a map with cadmium hotspots in

cocoa beans has already been developed.

Trainings have been organized with the

participation of 1857 people, of which 33%

are women.

There is an approved and standardized

laboratory methodology.

A 33% reduction of Cd was found due to

potential varietal effect in cocoa in Costa

Rica.

A protocol for the asexual production of

cocoa in Costa Rica was developed.

It was possible to develop a toolbox

consisting of 20 Cd management guides in

cocoa production systems.
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